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Oregon State University  
Forestry Program Update
Thursday, February 21 • 1:15 p.m. – 2:00 p.m. 

OSU Forestry Program Update
Operators of the Year Presentation

New in Logging Technology 

Thursday, February 21
2:00 p.m. – 4:00 p.m. • Wheeler Pavilion 

Industry professionals — manufacturers 
and end users — take a look at the latest 
technology. 

Scott Melcher, Moderator
Melcher Logging Inc.

edward Bruser, Account 
Manager, Bendix

Bruser has been a mechanic 
and/or trainer most of his life and 
trained for Allen Test products and 
OTC tools. Bruser has been part 
owner of Ott’s Friction Supply for 
the past 12 years and is currently a 
factory rep. and trainer for Bendix 
corp.

Bill hermann, Owner
Hermann Bros. Logging & Construction

Hermann Bros. got its start in 1968 and has been in busi-
ness for 45 years. The brothers started the business after 
brothers Fred and Bill finished naval 
duty and Steve finished college. 
Steve is semi-retired, but son Mike 
Hermann is now involved. 

The Port Angeles-based company 
has a logging side, a road building 
side, two biomass harvesting sides, 
a log yard and whole tree chipping 
operation, a 30+ truck fleet, and a 
broad line “Do It Best” hardware 
store. Their crew is 115 strong.

 

Lindsay tanner, Sales 
Manager, Kidde Fire Systems

Tanner will discuss vehicle fire 
suppression systems on forestry 
equipment, emphasizing the newer 
technology of wet chemical systems, 
which are becoming more popular in this industry. 

Tanner has been involved in the vehicle fire suppression 
system industry since 1980. He has worked in the mining, 
forestry, waste management, and public transportation 
markets and been involved in testing, installation, and 
training related to vehicle fire suppression systems in those 
industries.

rod hunter, Dealer 
Representative, Komatsu 
Forest

Hunter will present information 
about the Komatsu GPS mapping 
system. 

Hunter has been hooked on the 
forestry business since he set his 
first choker while going to college. 
After college, he went back to that same company where he 
became a mechanic and slowly worked his way up to fore-
man for the next 10 years. He moved up to dealer level and 
has worked another 10 years with Komatsu, improving his 
skills and knowledge.

Frank chandler Jr., owner
C & C Logging Co.

Chandler will discuss GPS map-
ping in the future.

Chandler is a second generation 
logger and a partner in the family 
business. He started in the family 
logging business doing summer 
work through high school and col-
lege.  Today he is the operations 
manager and has many duties, from 
operations planning to finding profitable work for 100 em-
ployees.  C & C has four cut-to-length sides and four cable 
sides as well as multiple ground-based sides. 

Chandler graduated from Central Washington University 
in 1991 with a degree in flight technology. 

Panels & Seminars 2013

Speakers continued on page 20
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Oregon Forest Practices
Sponsored by Pape’ Group

Friday, February 22
8:30 a.m. – 11:30 a.m. • Wheeler Pavilion

8:30 to 9:30 a.m. – Streams & Riparian Areas, Ashley 
Lertora, Steward Forester, ODF Astoria Dis., and Kirk Luoto, 
Vice President, Cross & Crown, Inc.

9:30 to 10:30 a.m. – Road Use, Maintenance and Building, 
Rex Storm, Associated Oregon Loggers and Jaime Yraguen, 
Basco Logging, Inc.

10:30 to 11:30 am – Documentation, Pre-operation and 
Inspection, Tuch J. Koreiva, Stewardship Forester Coos 
District and Jeff Miller, Moore Mill Timber Co.

Jennifer Waggoner, Moderator
R & R King Logging

Ashley Lertora, Stewardship Forester
ODF Astoria District

Lertora has more than 15 years 
of forest practices experience and 
landowner assistance.  She began her 
career for ODF in 1990 in the timber 
harvest unit and has worked in 
forest practices since 1997.

Ms. Lertora has worked with log-
gers and forest operators on private 
forestlands to achieve success in un-
derstanding and applying Oregon’s 
Forest Practices Act in Northwest Oregon. She has a B.S. in 
forest management from OSU. 

Kirk Luoto, Vice President
Cross & Crown Inc.

Kirk graduated from OSU in 2005 
with a major in communications and 
a minor in forestry management. He 
began working for his father at 16 
and soon decided that he too would 
make his career in the logging indus-
try, making him the fourth genera-
tion in his family to do so. 

Kirk is currently on the scholar-
ship committee for Associated Oregon Loggers. He is pas-
sionate about the logging industry, both from a business 
standpoint and an environmental one and aspires to continue 
joining his father in raising awareness, and educating the 
public and government, about the logging industry through 
communication with lobbyists, senators, and organizations 
such as the SFI. 

rex storm 
Forest Policy Manager
Associated Oregon Loggers

Storm represents 1,000 forest contracting businesses 
concerning statewide forest regulatory affairs, industry 
relations, lobbying, contracting, timber supply, and profes-

sional certification. Prior to joining 
AOL in 1995, he worked for 18 
years with the American Pulpwood 
Association, U.S. Forest Service, and 
L-P. Storm holds an MBA degree 
from the University of Oregon, a 
B.S. in forestry from Colorado State 
University, and graduate certificates 
in forest engineering, silviculture, 
and resource leadership. He is also a 
Certified Forester.  

Jaime Yraguen 
Basco Logging, Inc.

Jaime Yraguen and his brothers 
Nick and Juan have owned their 
family business Basco Logging Inc. 
for 28 years.

Jaime serves as an executive 
board member of the Associated 
Oregon Loggers and is a member of 
Redeemer’s Fellowship in Roseburg.

Jaime is also an auctioneer and 
travels to auctions across Oregon and Washington. In his 
spare time , Jaime enjoys hunting, fishing, and golfing. He 
and his wife Betsy have two grown children, Asa and Ashley.

tuch J. Koreiva, Stewardship 
Forester, Coos District

Koreiva holds an associate’s 
degree in forestry from SWOCC. 
He worked for Laird Logging and 
Pacific Road Construction from 1977 
to 1979. From 1979 through 1985, he 
worked for ODF Engineering Coos 
Bay, and 1985-1988 he was with 
the ODF Elliott State Forest timber 
management, Reedsport. He is cur-
rently with the ODF Forest Practices Roseburg, Medford, Coos 
Bay. He has been with the ODF Fire Team 3 Division Group 
for 10 years and the ODF Fire Team 2 Finance Sect. assistant 
for eight years. 

Jeff Miller, Timber Manager
Moore Mill Timber Company

Miller has an associate’s degree 
in forestry. He has worked 20 years 
with family timber company Moore 
Mill Timber, and his current role is 
timber manager. Miller is married 
with three children.
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Washington Forest Practices Seminar 
Friday, February 22
8:30 a.m. – 10:30 a.m. • Exhibit Hall

How Forest Practices in Washington Affect 
Me?  How Did We Get Here?  Where Are 
We Going?

David Boyd, Moderator
Columbia River Region Manager,
Hancock Forest Management

Doug hooks
Director of Forest & 
Environmental Programs
Washington Forest Protection 
Association

Hooks studied biology and pre-
med at The Citadel and worked 
for an environmental consulting 
company following graduation. He 
received a master’s of forestry from 
Duke University and his thesis focused on a profitability 
analysis of timber sales on public lands. He worked his way 
westward and, in 2000, took a job with the DNR in the NW 
Region as a unit forester overseeing the sale and harvest of 
approximately a quarter billion board feet of timber during 
the following ten years. In 2011, he took a position with 
the Washington Forest Protection Association (WFPA) in 
Olympia as director of Forest and Environmental Programs. 
WFPA is a trade association representing mostly large in-
dustrial landowners encompassing four million acres in 
Washington. 

carmen smith, R L Smith 
Logging and Washington 
Forest Practices Board

Smith’s family had a logging 
background, and in 1991, they 
started their own company, R L 
Smith Logging Inc., working mostly 
on the Washington coast for compa-
nies likes Weyerhaeuser Aberdeen, 
Port Blakely Tree Farms, Rayonier, 
Anderson & Middleton, and Hancock Forest Management.

In 2007, she was elected as a member of the Washington 
Contract Loggers Credit Union Supervisory Committee 
where her duties are to oversee the workings of the credit 
union.

In September 2008, she was selected to participate in the 
Washington Ag/Forestry Leadership Program where she 
learned to be a better advocate for the timber industry. In 
February 2012, she was selected to the Washington State 
Forest Practices Board where she sees the opportunity to 
serve the timber industry.

seth Barnes
Forest Practices Coordinator 
Department of Natural 
Resources 

Barnes grew up on his family’s 
tree farm in Newberg, Ore., and got 
his first logging job there when he 
was 12 years old. 

Barnes holds a bachelor’s degree 
in forest management from OSU and 
has nearly completed his master’s 
degree from WSU in public administration with an emphasis 
on natural resource policy. 

Barnes has worked in various capacities within the 
Washington DNR — State Lands forester (setting up and 
administering state timber sales and silviculture contracts), 
Forest Practices forester, regional coordinator in the forest 
practices program, and currently as the Washington State 
program manager for Forest Practices Operations.   

Business Seminar 1 
Friday, February 22
9:30 a.m. – 10:30 a.m. • Exhibit Hall

Current Issues on Healthcare

Milt Moran, Moderator 
Cascade Timber Consulting 

Becky Pape, Chief Executive Officer
Samaritan Lebanon Community Hospital

Pape earned a bachelor’s of sci-
ence in nursing from Morningside 
College and first worked in large 
critical care and trauma units. She 
transitioned from clinical work into 
home health and nursing educa-
tion, teaching associate degree-level 
nursing. At the same time, she at-
tained a master’s degree in public 
administration from Portland State 
University. 

She joined Samaritan in 1987 as 
the health education manager at Good Samaritan Hospital 
in Corvallis. In 2001, she became vice president of patient 
care services at Samaritan Lebanon Community Hospital 
and Samaritan Albany General Hospital. The Lebanon Area 
Chamber of Commerce recognized Samaritan Hospital as its 
Large Business of the Year in 2006, and Ms. Pape as Business 
Leader of the Year in 2008. She was also named as a finalist 
in 2009 for the Shirley Ann Munroe Award, which is given to 
outstanding leaders of rural health care facilities.

Business Seminar 2 
Friday, February 22
11:30 a.m. – 12:30 a.m. • Exhibit Hall
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Fire Liability – What Does it Mean to Me?

Jim Dudley, Moderator 
Roseburg Forest Products 

Ben Miller, Attorney at Law
Harrang Long Gary Rudnick 
Attorneys

Miller practices natural resource 
law and previously advised the 
Oregon Department of Forestry 
and State Lands when he was with 
the Attorney General’s office.

Miller has argued cases before 
almost every federal district court judge in Oregon and in 
17 different counties across the state. Ben received his J.D. 
from the University of Oregon School of Law, where he was 
a research assistant and prepared and edited articles on en-
vironmental and natural resources issues. Ben earned a B.S., 
cum laude, in fisheries and wildlife science from Oregon 
State University Honors College. He also received a minor in 
natural resource and environmental law and policy.

Business Seminar 3 
Friday, February 22
1:30 a.m. – 2:30 a.m. • Exhibit Hall

Group Benefits, Workers Compensation, 
Fiduciary Liability, and All the Chaos That 
Comes with It

Jim Dudley, Moderator 
Roseburg Forest Products 

ryan hartzell 
Partner/Agent, CIC
Hagan Hamilton Insurance

Ryan has been working with 
loggers and the wood products in-
dustry in an insurance and risk man-
agement capacity for 18 years. Ryan 
is a 1995 graduate of the University 
of Oregon, with a degree in sociology and business. Hagan 
Hamilton Insurance has been in business for more than 102 
years and specializes in business insurance, group benefits, 
and risk management for loggers. 

craig Mcclain, Partner/Agent 
Hagan Hamilton Insurance

Craig McClain began his insur-
ance career with companies like New 
York Life and Regence BlueCross 
BlueShield of Oregon – bringing 
more than 25 years of industry expe-
rience to Hagan Hamilton’s execu-
tive team. In addition, as the Life/
Health Department sales manager, 
Craig builds strong and supportive 

relationships with his sales team, company representatives, 
underwriters and his clients. As a partner of the corporation 
and a licensed benefits consultant, Craig utilizes his unique 
expertise to achieve the needs and goals of both the employer 
and their employees, resulting in a benefit-rich package at 
the best value for his logging clients. Craig, a member of the 
Oregon Association of Health Underwriters, specializes in 
group health, life, 401-K, and disability insurance. 

Hands-On Exhibitor Seminar 1
Friday, February 22
10:30 a.m. – 11:30 p.m. • Outside Display Area

Log Manufacturing – What Can You Send 
to the Mill?

steve Barbee 
Raw Material Manager
Northwest Hardwoods

Barbee holds the position of Raw 
Material manager for Northwest 
Hardwoods Inc. at Garibaldi, Ore. 
He has been in the timber business 
for 35 years with the last 21 years in 
the hardwoods business.

chris Meirndorf, Check Scaler and Log Quality 
Control Manager, Swanson Group

Meirndorf started his career in the timber industry straight 
out of high school working as a 
logger and timber faller. In 1986, he 
began taking classes in log scaling 
and was hired by Southern Oregon 
Log Scaling and Grading Bureau as 
a certified scaler. He was a produc-
tion scaler for the bureau until 1999 
when he took a job with the Swanson 
Group where he has worked for the 
last 14 years.    

Hands-On Exhibitor Seminar 2
Friday, February 22
1:00 p.m. – 2:00 p.m. • Peterson Pacific Mfg. 
Outside Display Area

Knives & Bits – Choosing the Right Tooling 
for Your Chipper or Grinder

Bill Jensen, 
Sales and Service Rep.
Peterson Pacific 

Jensen is a Northwest native 
and has worked for Peterson for 
seven years. He has a vast amount 
of experience in setting up Peterson 
horizontal grinders, chippers, blower 
trucks and screens to gain the highest 
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production at the lowest cost per ton and works closely with 
customers to fine tune their machines to suit their application. 
He will share his experience, along with other Peterson repre-
sentatives, at the show.

Hands-On Exhibitor Seminar 3
Friday, February 22
2:30 p.m. – 3:30 p.m. • General Trailer
Outside Display Area

CSA and Drivers –  
Separating Fact from Fiction

susan combs, Compliance Specialist II 
Abe Dunivin, Compliance Specialist II

 
This course covers the new regula-
tions on Comprehensive Safety 
Analysis (CSA). 

Combs has 27 years of service 
with the ODOT. In 1998, she was 
promoted to her current position 
as a Compliance Specialist and has 
served in the Eugene/Springfield 
region since May 2001.

Dunivin joined the ODOT in 
2008, and he conducts investigations 
and inspections for the Motor Carrier 
Transportation Division. Prior to 
joining ODOT/MCTD, he served on 
active duty in the United Sates Air 
Force for 20 years. 

Alternative Biomass Fuels
Friday, February 22
1:30 p.m. – 3:30 p.m. • 
Wheeler Pavilion

This seminar will provide an overview of biofuel 
opportunities.
•	Jet Fuel from Wood Biomass, John Sessions, OSU 

Distinguished Professor
•	The Wood Gasification Process from Woody Biomass, Rick 

Franklin, Rick Franklin, Corp. 
•	Replacing Coal with Biomass, Hiroshi Morihara, Ph.D., 

President, HM3 Energy Inc. 
•	Changing the Biomass Value Proposition, David Smith, 

Instructor/Academic Advisor, Renewable Materials Dept. 
of Wood Science and Engineering, OSU

Gordon Culbertson, Moderator
Forest2Market

John sessions, OSU Distinguished Professor and 
Strachan Chair Forest Operation Management, 
Dept. of Forest Engineering Resources and 
Management

John Sessions joined the faculty at the College of Forestry 

in 1983. He came to Oregon State 
University from Brazil where he 
had been harvesting manager in the 
Amazon Basin. He started his forest-
ry career on a Hot Shot fire suppres-
sion crew 51 years ago in Southern 
California. 

Sessions teaches courses in forest 
operations management, transporta-
tion planning, harvest scheduling, 
logging mechanics, and international forestry. He cur-
rently leads the logistics team for the Northwest Advanced 
Renewables Alliance (NARA) project, provides harvest 
scheduling support for ODF’s 800,000 acres of forests, co-
chairs the congressionally mandated national assessment 
of Indian Forests, and provides analytical support for the 
Governor’s Panel on the O&C lands. His research is docu-
mented in more than 300 publications.

rick Franklin, President
Rick Franklin Corp. (RFC)

RFC, a northwest heavy construc-
tion and railroad contractor, works 
throughout Oregon, Washington, 
Idaho, and Northern California. 
RFC’s activities consist of heavy 
equipment construction for private 
and corporate business. 

Franklin started the business in 
1974 as a sole proprietor with one D-8 Caterpillar. Over the 
years, he grew the business and used RFC as a springboard 
to expand into a variety of other enterprises including the 
purchase of wood yards, a metals recycling subsidiary, and in 
2007, a short-line railroad. 

hiroshi Morihara 
Ph.D., President 
HM3 Energy Inc.

Morihara received his master’s 
degree from the University of 
Michigan, majoring in mechani-
cal engineering, and his Ph.D. in 
mechanical engineering from the 
University of Buffalo. 

In 2007 he became CEO of HM3. 
Morihara developed a proprietary process to torrefy cellu-
losic material and produced TorrB™ briquettes, which were 
experimentally proven to be an ideal clean replacement fuel 
for coal at coal-fired power plants. The company completed 
testing with a batch process pilot plant and is in the process 
of building a larger continuous process pilot facility. HM3 
received a USDA SBIR grant as well as funding from the U.S. 
Endowment for Forestry and Communities in 2010 to build 
and operate the pilot plant. 

 
David smith, Instructor/Academic Advisor, 
Renewable Materials Dept. of Wood Science and 
Engineering Oregon State University

Smith joined the faculty of the Department of Wood 
Science and Engineering in the Forestry College at OSU in 
2008 after a long career in industry. 
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He came to Oregon 25 years ago 
by way of Washington and Montana 
to work for Willamette Industries as 
a technical manager in their engi-
neered wood products group. 

One of Smith’s special areas of 
interest is the utilization of woody 
biomass for fuel to generate heat and 
power. He teaches courses and con-
ducts research on biomass energy 
technologies and is particularly 
interested in the development of economical processing tech-
niques for converting logging slash or pre-commercial thin-
nings into value-added products and fuels for industrial and 
institutional heat and power.   

Washington Forest Practices Seminar 
Saturday, February 22 
1:30 p.m. – 3:30 p.m. • Wheeler Pavilion 

Stream Simulation Culverts and Fish 
Passage Installation

Presentations of photos of actual installation of culverts 
with back filling of culverts.

David Boyd, Moderator
Hancock Forest Management

Ken Wake, Sales Engineer
Contech Engineered Solutions

Ken graduated with a B.S. in soils 
from Washington State University in 
1982. To finance his college educa-
tion, he worked summers for SDS 
Lumber Company setting chokers, 
on the brush crew, and at their mill 
site in Bingen, Wash.

After college, he spent several 
years on Mt. Hood driving snow cat at night and skiing.  His 
professional career began in 1985 with Kiewit Construction 
working major civil projects such as the Santa Monica Pier 
Restoration, the Bonneville Navigation Locks, and Cypress 
Interchange in Oakland, Calif. 

For the last 10 years, Ken has been with Contech 
Engineered Solutions covering 19 counties in Washington 
and Oregon. 

Matt ohrberg, Site Manager
Ohrberg Excavating LLC

Matt attended Wahkiakum High 
School in Cathlamet, Wash., and 
graduated from Central Washington 
University in 2008. He operates ma-
chinery for his family’s business 
and tries to add value in any way he 
can. He says he looks up to his dad, 
Robbie, and appreciates the struggles 
an entrepreneur endures.

Matt’s presentation will cover fish stream culvert and 
bridge installations. Before and after photos will demonstrate 

the environmental benefits added. Matt will also explain how 
his family’s company strives to be safe and efficient.

Hands-On Exhibitor Seminar (Repeat)
Saturday, February 23 
10:00 a.m. – 11:00 a.m. • Peterson Pacific Mfg. 
Outside Demo Display Area

Knives & Bits – Choosing the Right Tooling 
for Your Chipper or Grinder

Bill Jensen, Sales and Service Rep., Peterson Pacific 
Jensen is a Northwest native and has worked for Peterson 

for seven years. He has a vast amount of experience in setting 
up Peterson horizontal grinders, chippers, blower trucks and 
screens to gain the highest production at the lowest cost per 
ton and works closely with customers to fine-tune their ma-
chines to suit their application. He will share his experience, 
along with other Peterson representatives, at the show.

Hands-On Exhibitor Seminar (Repeat)
Saturday, February 23
11:15 a.m. – 12:15 p.m. • General Trailers 
Outside Display 

CSA & Drivers – Separating Fact from Fiction
susan combs, Compliance Specialist II 
Abe Dunivin, Compliance Specialist II

This course covers the new regulations on Comprehensive 
Safety Analysis (CSA). 

Combs has 27 years of service with the ODOT. In 1998, 
she was promoted to her current position as a Compliance 
Specialist and has served in the Eugene/Springfield region 
since May 2001.

Dunivin joined the ODOT in 2008, and he conducts inves-
tigations and inspections for the Motor Carrier Transportation 
Division. Prior to joining ODOT/MCTD, he served on active 
duty in the United Sates Air Force for 20 years. 




